Subject: Request for the inclusion of the impact of illegal economies on Indigenous Peoples in the agenda
of the Permanent Forum

Quito, April 9, 2025
To the distinguished members of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues:

Receive our respectful greetings on behalf of the Indigenous organizations endorsing this letter. We are writing
to request the inclusion of an analysis on the impact of illegal economies on Indigenous Peoples as part of the
24th session of the Permanent Forum, given that this session will address the implementation of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and its link to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

[llicit economies—such as drug trafficking, illegal mining, indiscriminate logging, and land trafficking—pose an
escalating threat to the integrity, self-determination, and collective rights of Indigenous Peoples. These activities
have led to rising violence in Indigenous territories, including the assassination of leaders, forced recruitment of
youth, community displacement, and increasing militarization, which further deepens the risks faced by
Indigenous communities. Additionally, environmental crimes such as mercury contamination, deforestation, and
ecosystem destruction jeopardize biodiversity and traditional ways of life, violating fundamental rights such as
the right to life, health, food, territory, and a healthy environment.

In its 2023 report, the Permanent Forum already recognized this issue and urged the inclusion of Amazonian
Indigenous Peoples in the roadmap of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) regarding organized
crime and cross-border illicit activities. However, the expansion of these illegal economies demands more
forceful, effective, and urgent measures. The lack of appropriate state intervention—and, in some cases, the
complicity of public officials with criminal networks—has fostered an environment of impunity, violence,
territorial dispossession, and systemic exclusion of Indigenous Peoples from decision-making processes.

In this context, we urge the Permanent Forum to incorporate the following recommendations into its agenda:

e Formally recognize that criminal economies pose an existential threat to Indigenous Peoples, and convene an
international expert meeting during the 2025—2026 biennium, focused on security, Indigenous Peoples’, and
illicit economies. This meeting should aim to design integrated, inclusive, and measurable responses, with the
direct participation of Indigenous representatives, particularly women and youth. Key priorities should
include: addressing the environmental crisis caused by illicit activities through an action plan aligned with
the Minamata Convention and other international instruments; preventing violence and forced recruitment
without resorting to militarization; implementing intercultural and rights-based security mechanisms;
ensuring comprehensive protection for leaders and defenders within their own communities;, advancing
collective land titling and effective territorial control; holding consumer States of illegal resources
accountable through traceability and sanction mechanisms, and promoting sustainable, inclusive economic
alternatives with territorial and cultural relevance.

We also request that the Permanent Forum include the following recommendations to specialized international
bodies in its conclusions, to strengthen mechanisms for the inclusion and protection of Indigenous Peoples’ in
contexts affected by organized crime:



® The Permanent Forum recommends that the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the
Review Mechanism of the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime recognize the serious impact
of transnational criminal economies on Indigenous Peoples, their territories, and global peace. It is imperative
to ensure the permanent and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in UNODC spaces, including
intersessional working groups and the Crime Prevention Congress, to influence the design, implementation,
and evaluation of strategies to prevent organized crime through human rights-based, intercultural, and
territorially appropriate approaches. Furthermore, it is recommended that Indigenous representatives be
included in the Convention’s expert committees, particularly in the development of a protocol on
environmental crimes that addresses illegal logging and mining, wildlife trafficking, drug trafficking, and
other illicit activities that directly affect their territories and threaten their right to self-determination.

e The Permanent Forum also recommends that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
develop a specialized report and convene a thematic hearing on the impact of organized crime on the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the ecosystems they inhabit. This report should include a detailed analysis of the
threats posed by illicit activities such as drug trafficking, illegal mining, and human trafficking in Indigenous
territories, and provide concrete, differentiated recommendations to Member States. These recommendations
should aim to ensure the comprehensive protection of the rights of Indigenous Peoples from an intersectional
perspective that recognizes the specific impacts on women, girls, elders, and territorial defenders.

These measures are essential to guarantee the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples, protect their territories and
cultures, and strengthen their capacity for resistance in the face of advancing organized crime. We trust that the
Permanent Forum will play a key role in promoting urgent and concrete commitments from States and the United
Nations system to address this crisis.

We thank you for your attention and remain available to further discuss this proposal during the upcoming session.

Sincerely,
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