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STATEMENT

The Amazon Women Defenders Urge President Lenin Moreno to Respect
Human Rights During the Strike and to Listen to the People

“We are conscious that the population - tired of inequality and corruption - rejects the
government’s measures because we don’t see how they benefit the Ecuadorian people.”

They express their “absolute rejection of the repressive and violent actions against indigenous
peoples, the arbitrary detentions of leaders, and the participation of government agents that
have infiltrated the protesters.”

They reject “the declarations of Defense Minister Osvaldo Jarrin, who, in a national press
conference, denied the existence of indigenous territories in Ecuador”

Puyo, Pastaza, October 8, 2019 - The Amazon Women Defenders of the Rainforest are concerned
about the current situation in Ecuador brought about by the recent economic measures adopted by the
government of President Lenin Moreno, and we are bearing witness to threats to human rights, as has
happened in some Amazonian communities like Tsukaru and Kunkuk, among others around the country,
where armed members of the security forces arbitrarily entered in the middle of the night and launched
tear gas canisters, with no concern for the presence of children, women, and old people.

We are aware that the population - tired of inequality and corruption - rejects the government’s
measures because they don’t see any benefit for the Ecuadorian people, proving that the country of
Ecuador is completely dependent on oil, which continues to create inequality and sustains an obsolete
and unsustainable model.

We express our absolute rejection of the repressive and violent actions against indigenous peoples, the
arbitrary detentions of leaders, and the participation of government agents who have infiltrated the
protesters on many occasions to incite chaos, which is later used by the security forces as justification to
repress us and to blame the protesters for violence for which we are not responsible.

As Amazonian women, we also reject that groups associated with the previous government are
attempting to take advantage of the indignation of a population that has always been marginalized,
taken advantage of, and impoverished - including by them. We would remind these groups that this
crisis and the ongoing repression are consequences of the government of President Rafael Correa,
who left the country indebted, selling ten years of anticipated oil production without the country now
being able to utilize those resources.

It's been over a year since we Amazonian Women submitted the Amazonian Women’s Mandate to the
President of the Republic with key demands - rejecting oil and mining concessions, rejecting violence
and persecution of indigenous leaders - to which the government should respond. To date, however, we
have received no response, and much to the contrary, we see the openings of new oil blocks, mining



concessions, and hydroelectric dams, which are effects of a country in crisis that doesn’t take seriously
its responsibility to take care of the environment and to protect collective rights.

We urge President Lenin Moreno to listen to the people, to sit down to revise the package of economic
measures with the people, and to not - like his predecessor - make decisions in a dictatorial manner,
using the Security Forces to repress indigenous organizations and sectors of civil society, given that such
attitudes only favor opportunistic groups.

Finally, we reject the declarations of Defense Minister Osvaldo Jarrin, who on a national media outlet
denied the existence of indigenous territories in Ecuador, demonstrating a total lack of knowledge in
terms of rights, and violating the constitutional and supra-national rights of indigenous peoples.

We are Women Defenders, we are women of peace who are expressing our sense of this complex
context with the goal that we achieve peace, and that the people be the primary priority, doing away
with the dictatorial attitudes that have caused so much damage to Ecuador.

Sincerely,

Amazonian Women Defenders of the Rainforest



Version original en espaniol

PRONUNCIAMIENTO

Las Mujeres Amazonicas Conminamos al presidente Lenin Moreno que respete
los derechos Humanos durante el paro y escuche al Pueblo

"Conscientes que la poblacion, cansada de la desigualdad y corrupcion, rechaza las medidas del
Gobierno porque no ve que exista beneficio para el Pueblo Ecuatoriano”

Manifiestan su "rotundo rechazo a las acciones de represion con violencia hacia los Pueblos
Indigenas, las detenciones arbitrarias a lideres, la participacion de agentes infiltrados en las
movilizaciones"

Rechazan "las declaraciones del ministro de Defensa Osvaldo Jarrin, quien en cadena nacional
niega la existencia de territorios indigenas en el Ecuador"”

Puyo, Pastaza, 8 de octubre de 2019.- Las Mujeres Amazodnicas Defensoras de la Selva, preocupadas
con los acontecimientos que vive el pais a raiz de las Ultimas medidas econdmicas adoptadas por el
Gobierno de Lenin Moreno y siendo testigos de la vulneracién de los Derechos Humanos, como ha
sucedido en algunas comunidades amazdnicas, como Tsukaru y Kunkuk, y otras del pais, donde de
manera arbitraria ingresaron miembros armados de las Fuerzas de Seguridad a la madrugada y lanzaron
bombas lacrimdgenas sin importar si habia nifios, ancianos o mujeres.

Conscientes que la poblacién, cansada de la desigualdad y corrupcidn, rechaza las medidas del Gobierno
porque no ve que exista beneficio para el Pueblo Ecuatoriano, demostrando asi que el Ecuador es un
pais absolutamente dependiente del petrdleo, lo que contintia creando desigualdad y sosteniendo un
modelo obsoleto insostenible.

Manifestamos nuestro rotundo rechazo a las acciones de represién con violencia hacia los Pueblos
Indigenas, las detenciones arbitrarias a lideres, la participacion de agentes infiltrados en las
movilizaciones que en muchas ocasiones incitan al caos para luego reprimir con la Fuerza Publica y de
esta manera culpar a los manifestantes indigenas de una violencia a la que son ajenos.

Como Mujeres Amazdnicas, rechazamos ademas que grupos vinculados al anterior Gobierno intenten
aprovechar la indignacién de un Pueblo que ha sido siempre marginado, utilizado, empobrecido,
también por ellos mismos, y les recordamos que esta crisis y formas de represion son consecuencias
del Gobierno de Correa, que dejo endeudado al pais vendiendo petréleo anticipado por 10 afios, sin
que el pais pueda ahora utilizar ese recurso.

Hace mas de 1 afio que las Mujeres Amazodnicas entregamos el Mandato de las Mujeres Amazonicas al
presidente de la Republica con demandas claves - rechazando las concesiones petroleras y mineras, la



violencia y persecucion de lideres indigenas - que el Gobierno debia responder. Hasta la fecha, no hemos
tenido respuesta y, muy al contrario, lo que hemos tenido son nuevas aperturas a bloques petroleros,
mineros e hidroeléctricas, como consecuencias de un pais en crisis que no toma en serio la
responsabilidad de cuidar el ambiente y proteger los derechos colectivos.

Conminamos al presidente Lenin Moreno que escuche al Pueblo y se siente a revisar el paquete de
medidas econdmicas con el Pueblo y no se limite, como su antecesor, a decidir dictatorialmente,
reprimiendo con la Fuerza Publica a las organizaciones indigenas y sectores sociales, ya que con esa
actitud solo favorece a grupos oportunistas

Por ultimo, rechazamos las declaraciones del ministro de Defensa Osvaldo Jarrin, quien en cadena
nacional niega la existencia de territorios indigenas en el Ecuador demostrando un total
desconocimiento en materia de derechos, y violentando con ese criterio los derechos constitucionales y
supranacionales de los Pueblos Indigenas.

Somos Mujeres Defensoras, somos mujeres de paz que expresamos nuestro sentir en un contexto
complejo con la finalidad de tener paz y que el Pueblo sea el principal favorecido deponiendo actitudes
dictatoriales que tanto dafio causan al Ecuador.

Atentamente

Mujeres Amazdnicas Defensoras de la Selva



