BLM1                                                                                           Grades 9-10                      
Vocabulary Words
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Objective: To examine something based on facts and to disregard feelings or personal opinions

Source: 1) The starting point from which something is 
		   generated.
		2) The place where you found your information.

Bias: To hold prior notions or opinions that influences your behaviour, your ideas or your work. It tends to result in unfairness and sometimes injustice.

Agenda: A motive, intention or goal that guides action and can sometimes is kept hidden.

Credible: To be reliable and believable and originates from a trustworthy source.


BLM2                                                                                           Grades 9-10                      
Chart to Copy
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Note to teachers: Copy this chart on to the board. Make sure it is large enough so that it can include all of your students’ sticky notes.  
	



	INSERT ARTICLE 
NAME HERE
	INSERT ARTICLE
NAME HERE
	INSERT ARTICLE
NAME HERE

	
Is this article a credible source of information?



	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here

	

Is it an objective text?

	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here

	

Does this article have an agenda?



	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here

	

Is there a target audience and what is it?
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here
	Students’ sticky notes with their responses go here


BLM3                                                                                           Grades 9-10                      
The Several Perspectives on the Chevron/Texaco Oil Spill
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Name:										Date:																Use the organizer below to take notes and jot down important points that you find in your internet research that will help you when writing your opinion paragraphs.  Ensure to write down the title of the article, where you found it, the author and the publication date in your notes for later use.
Indigenous Person’s Perspective  
	Key Points








Research Sources






                    




 



Issues to be examined













Chevron’s CEO or Chevron/Texaco Worker
	Key Points











Research Sources






                        





Issues to be examined




















Objective Paragraph
	Key Points











Research Sources






                        





Issues to be examined

















		










Objectivity Checklist                                                                            Grades 9-10                      
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Name:										Date:	
Title of Paragraph: 			
Author:
Peer Reviewed by:
Are both the interests of the indigenous people and Chevron/Texaco included in the paragraph?
· Yes 
· No

Are there any emotional statements or claims made in the paragraph?
· Yes
· No

Do the facts support the point of view of the paragraph?
· Yes
· No

Has the author included at least two sources in the paragraph?
· Yes
· No

Notes from Peer Reviewer (Include positive aspects you noticed in the paragraph and areas for improvement): 
BLM 4                                                                                                    Grades 9-10   
Writing Your Newspaper Article
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Name:										Date:	
Here are some things you need to think about before you begin your rough draft. Remember to be creative!
1) Is your article going to take place just after the oil spill? Or will your article take place in present time and you will reflect on the past events of the oil spill? Or will your article be a human interest story surrounding the oil spill?



2) Think of a creative way to begin your article. How are you going to hook the interest of your reader?



3) How are you going to include people’s responses to the Oil Spill in your article?




4) What impression will your reader walk away with after having read your article?



5) What were the causes and effects of the oil spill? How will this be implemented into your article?



6) What graphics and tables or charts will you include in your article? How will this help clarify the points made in your article?














BLM 5                                                                                                    Grades 9-10   
News Article – Research Organizer
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Name:										Date:	
In your newspaper article you need to answer who, what, where, when, why and how surrounding the event of the Texaco/Chevron Oil Spill. Make sure your research obtains answers to these questions.
Introduction
Topic Idea: _____________________________________________________________

	
Research Points

*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:

Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):







Your reflection on the quotation/paragraph:













*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:

Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):







Your Reflection on the quotation/paragraph:














Body
Topic Idea: _____________________________________________________________

	
*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:



Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):







Your Reflection on the quotation/paragraph:








*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:

Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):







Your Reflection on the quotation/paragraph:










*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:

Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):










Your Reflection on the quotation/paragraph:









Graphics/Charts/Tables
	
*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:


Which graphics/charts/table will you include? 








How will this help clarify your points in your article?




*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:


Which graphics/charts/table will you include? 










How will this help clarify your points in your article?













Conclusion
Topic Idea: _____________________________________________________________

	
*Article Name: 

Publication Date:

Publisher:

Author:

Page Numbers:

Information learned (Quotation or Paraphrase):








Your Reflection on the quotation/paragraph:












*After you have completed this activity you can write an outline and then begin your rough draft.


















Assessment                                                                                            Grades 9-10   
News Article Assessment Rubric
Created by Kimberly Todd & Valerie Robert
Name:										Date:	
	Levels
	4 Excellent
	3 Good
	2 Satisfactory
	1 Needs Improvement

	Introduction






	Introduction is very well written and draws the reader in.
	Introduction is somewhat well written but does not hook the attention of the reader.
	Introduction is satisfactorily written. It lacks clarity and does not hook the attention of the reader
	The introduction needs improvement due to a lack of clarity concerning the topic

	Precise language, objectivity and a formal style is used throughout the article

	The language is  exceedingly precise, the article meets all the criteria of objectivity and a formal style is maintained
	The language is fairly precise, the article meets most of the objectivity criteria, and a formal style is used.
	The language is somewhat precise, the article meets a few of the objectivity criteria but a formal style is not utilized
	The language is imprecise, the article does not meet the objectivity criteria and a formal style is not utilized

	Topic is well developed due to the support of facts, charts and quotations



	Topic is very well developed due to the use of well chosen facts, charts and quotations
	Topic is well developed due to the use of chosen facts, charts and quotations
	Topic is satisfactorily developed but is missing some of the three supports (facts, charts, quotations)
	Topic does not have facts, charts or quotations to support it.

	Linking Words and Statements
	Linking words and statements are used very effectively throughout the work. They help the overall flow of the written work.
	Linking words and statements are used effectively throughout the work.
	Linking words and statements are occasionally used throughout the work.
	Linking words and statements are rarely used.

	Conclusion 
	The conclusion is very well written. It is clear, concise and restates the explanation or information once again using different words.
	The conclusion is well written. The overall explanation or information is restated once again using the same words.
	A conclusion is written satisfactorily.  The overall explanation or information  is satisfactorily
restated.
	The conclusion is weak and needs improvement.  



Assessment                                                                                            Grades 9-10   
Student Friendly Assessment Checklist
Created by Kimberly Todd 
Name:										Date:	
If you have answered yes to all the questions then you are ready to submit your good copy
1) Is my introduction well written and does it creatively draw the reader in?
· Yes
· No

2) Is my language specific and does it meet all the criteria of the objectivity checklist?
· Yes
· No

3) Have I avoided using slang or lingo in my writing? (It needs to be written in a formal tone.)
· Yes
· No
4) Does my article have charts, facts and quotations to support my topic? 
· Yes
· No
	
5) Is my writing well organized and I have used linking words to help with the flow of the article?
· Yes 
· No

6) Is my article well written and does it sum up the topic of the article?
· Yes
· No


Assessment                                                                                            Grades 9-10   
Debating Rubric
Created by Kimberly Todd 
Name:										Date:	
	  Categories
	Levels

	
	Excellent
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement

	Opening Statements

	Opening statements are clear, concise, timely and convincing
	Opening statements are clear, timely and concise
	Opening statements are a little unclear and not well thought out
	Opening statements are lacking 

	Arguments
	Arguments are thought provoking and pertinent
	Arguments are pertinent 
	Arguments begin to veer off topic
	Arguments are not related to the topic being discussed

	Examples and Research

	Utilizes many examples and facts to support arguments
	Utilizes some examples and facts to support arguments
	Utilizes few examples and facts to support arguments
	Does not utilize any examples and facts to support arguments

	Rebuttals
	Rebuttals  are frequent, polite and point out clear flaws or omissions
	Some rebuttals are posed and they are polite and point out flaws and omissions
	Rebuttals are infrequent, polite and are somewhat effective
	Very few rebuttals are made and they are impolite 

	Closing Statements
	Closing statements are very clear, concise and convincing
	Closing statements are clear, concise and convincing 
	Closing statements are somewhat unclear  and concise but not very convincing
	Closing statements are not at all clear and concise and not at all convincing



