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Title:	Reporting From the Amazon Rainforest	
Grade:  9 and 10	  	  			
Subjects: 
·  English Language Arts
· History/Social Studies
Unit Objectives:
·  To learn to research information.
· To write an informative/explanatory text.
· To learn to build objective opinions.
Common Core Standards for Grade 9-10:
· History/Social Studies

· Writing Strand

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)WHST.9-10.7. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)WHST.9-10.8. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.9
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)WHST.9-10.9. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 

 
· English Language Arts

· Writing Strand

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.A. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.B. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.C
Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.C. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.D. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.E
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.E. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.F
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Common Core Standards Initiative  Grade 9-10 (Writing Standards)W.9-10.2.F. (2010). Retrieved January 6, 2015,from  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.] 




Correlation to the Amazon Rainforest and Indigenous Rights 
· Exploring causes and effects of commercial activity in the rainforest.
· Examining the Chevron Texaco oil spill.
Required Materials: 
·  Various online articles (see links below)
· BLMs, checklists and rubrics (see attachments)
Time Frame: 
Approximately 9 days.
	Introduction

Day 1

 Materials :

Below we have provided a number of article options to choose from. Or teachers may want to search online for other options.
· Article 1:http://www.rtcc.org/2013/12/12/chevron-v-ecuador-the-big-oil-battle-where-everyones-a-loser/[endnoteRef:11] [11:  King, E. (2013, December 12). Chevron v Ecuador: The big oil battle where everyone is a loser. Retrieved January 5, 2015, from http://www.rtcc.org/2013/12/12/chevron-v-ecuador-the-big-oil-battle-where-everyones-a-loser/] 

· Article 2:http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-07-31/the-meaning-of-chevrons-oil-pollution-case-in-ecuador[endnoteRef:12] [12:  Barrett, P. (2013, July 31). The Meaning of Chevron's Oil-Pollution Case in Ecuador. Retrieved January 31, 2015, from http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-07-31/the-meaning-of-chevrons-oil-pollution-case-in-ecuador] 

· Article 3: http://chevrontoxico.com/ (articles can be found here)[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Chevron Toxico/The Campaign for Justice in Ecuador. (n.d.). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://chevrontoxico.com/] 

· Article4:http://www.chevron.com/chevron/pressreleases/article/09182013_internationalarbitrationtribunalfindschevronnotliableforenvironmentalclaimsinecuador.news[endnoteRef:14] [14:  International Arbitration Tribunal Finds Chevron Not Liable For Environmental Claims in Ecuador. (2013, September 18). Retrieved February 6, 2015, from http://www.chevron.com/chevron/pressreleases/article/09182013_internationalarbitrationtribunalfindschevronnotliableforenvironmentalclaimsinecuador.news  © 2001 - 2015 Chevron Corporation. All Rights Reserved] 

· Article 5: http://thechevronpit.blogspot.mx/2014/12/chevrons-12-step-program-to-obtain.html[endnoteRef:15] [15:  Chevron's 12 Step Program to Obtain Impunity for It's Crimes and Abuses In Ecuador. (n.d.). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://thechevronpit.blogspot.mx/2014/12/chevrons-12-step-program-to-obtain.html] 

· Article 6:http://amazonwatch.org/work/chevron[endnoteRef:16] [16:  Chevron's Chernobyl in the Amazon. (n.d.). Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://amazonwatch.org/work/chevron © 2000 - 2015 Amazon Watch. All Rights Reserved.] 

· BLM1
· BLM2

Activity:

Students will read the above three articles independently. One of them will be a good, objective source, while the others will be the opposite. All articles will concern the Chevron Texaco oil spill. Next, the teacher will review BLM1 with the students in order to understand the vocabulary related to this unit.

Students will then be placed in groups of three to discuss the following points on each article:

·  What are the underlying biases and agendas of the author?
· What is the objective of the text?
· Who is its targeted audience?
· What are its sources and are they valid?

While the students are discussing amongst themselves, the teacher will recreate BLM2 on the board. Once the students are done discussing, they will return to their individual desks and be given sticky notes. On each sticky note they will write their names. The teacher will then ask them the following questions:

· Is this article a credible source of information?
· Is it an objective text?
· Does this article have an agenda?
· Is there a target audience and what is it?

Students will answer the first question on a sticky note and come place it on the board, on the chart drawn by the teacher with the help of BLM2. A class discussion will ensue on the answers provided by students. The process will be repeated for the next question.

 Day 2

Activity:

The teacher will create a mind map on the board, on the following topic: “What makes a strong information source?” and complete the mind map with the help of the students. Once the mind map is completed, the teacher will ask students to think of and suggest ideas as to where they could find credible sources. The teacher will then transcribe the mind map, type it up as a checklist and distribute it to students for the next section of the unit.




	Middle

Day 3-5: 

Materials:

· BLM3

Activity:

Teachers will inform students that they will be writing a short informative paragraph about the Chevron Texaco oil spill. Students will be told they will be doing internet research using the credibility checklist created previously to assist them. Students will be advised to seek out articles from credible sources and to read them. As they read the articles they find, have students fill out BLM3 for each article they find. This will help them not only sort out opinions and facts, but also create a knowledge repository for the next steps in the unit plan.  Students will keep all their research material and BLM3 for an article writing assignment and class debate that will take place at the end of the unit plan. Teachers will give students as long as they see fit to complete this task.

Day 6-7:

Materials:

· Objectivity checklist

Activity:
In this next step, students will use the information they have found to write up three separate informative paragraphs explaining the events of the Chevron Texaco oil spill. Students will utilize their research materials and BLM3 to aid them in their writing. The first paragraph will be written from the perspective of an indigenous individuals residing in the area. The second paragraph will be written from the perspective of an executive working for Chevron Texaco. Finally, the last paragraph will be written from an objective point of view.  The Objectivity checklist outlines what is expected of students and the class will use this document to peer review the work of their classmates. Only the last paragraph will be assessed. Therefore, before students write this last paragraph the objectivity checklist should be reviewed so they understand what is expected of them.The purpose of this exercise is to allow students to explore differing points of view and how a point of view affects bias in the recounting of events. Once all three paragraphs have been written, students will submit their objective paragraph to be peer reviewed with the objectivity checklist. This will be an informal review.
 
Day 8-9: 

Materials:

· BLM4 Writing Your Newspaper Article
· BLM5 News Article Research Organizer
· News article assessment rubric
· Student friendly assessment checklist

Activity:

Students will write an objective news article on the Chevron Texaco oil spill. They will use the research done previously, as well as the BLMs provided to complete the writing process. Students will have the choice of writing from different points in time. For example, they will be able to write as if the event is currently happening, as if it happened in the past and is being recounted as a historical event or as a human interest article surrounding the event.  First, they will complete BLM4 Writing Your Newspaper Article in order to reflect on the topic before writing. Next, they will use BLM 5 News Article Research Organizer to organize their research. They will then produce an outline, and then a rough draft and a final copy, as per the regular writing process. Please ensure to review how to do citations and quotations with your students during this process. Students should also be given the student friendly checklist ahead of time so that they are aware of the assessment expectations.



	Day 10-11:

Materials:

· Debate Scoring Rubric.

Activity:

Students will engage in a debate on the Chevron Texaco oil spill. Here are some suggested debating statements:

· Chevron Texaco is to blame for the oil spill.
· Drilling for oil in the Amazon rainforest is acceptable.
· Indigenous people should decide whether drilling will take place in the Amazon rainforest.
· The lives of plants and animals living in the Amazon rainforest should be taken into consideration in deciding to drill (or in the court decision).

If teachers are not familiar with debating, here is a link with the basic roles and rules (copy and paste this link into your browser in the event that the hyperlink fails): 

http://www.federle.org/How%20To%20Hold%20a%20Class%20Debate.pdf[endnoteRef:17] [17:  Kelly, M. (n.d.). How to Hold a Class Debate. Retrieved January 6, 2015, from http://www.federle.org/How To Hold a Class Debate.pdf] 


A short scoring rubric is provided in the attachments.



							

	
                                                       Conclusion

Day 11-12

Activity:

Students will discuss the purpose of taking on an objective stance when writing news articles needs to be analyzed.  An examination of its benefits and shortfalls should be discussed with the class.

Discussion Questions:
· Why is there a need for objectivity?
· What are the limitations of an objective stance?
· How does objectivity fail us?
· Is there another lens we can use to analyze the impact of the Chevron/Texaco oil spill that is perhaps more human?





Day 13

Activity:

Students will move from an objective perspective to an empathetic perspective. Students should reflect on the catastrophe and loss of life (in all its forms) that resulted from the Chevron/Texaco oil spill. Students should consider multiple perspectives. For example the perspective of the indigenous people, the loss of their homes, other species that died as a result of the oil and even the Chevron/Texaco workers some of whom were just trying to feed their families and those who were greedy. Students are to consider these perspectives and then reflect on their own thoughts about the oil spill. Students will have one class period to write either a personal poem, create a drawing, painting or even a multimedia project that conveys their personal feelings about the destruction of the Amazon rainforest as a result of the oil spill. Students can hand in their assignments at the end of the unit where they can either be assessed by the teacher or shared.

Day 14-16

Activity:

Students will engage in a closing discussion and a call to action. Students can be placed in their prior debating groups or smaller groups. After students have discussed the points mentioned below they are to come up with a strategic plan that will enable the class to bring about positive change in light of learning about the Chevron/Texaco oil spill. Students will present their strategic plan to the class and a selection process will be made to choose one option and put it into action.

Discussion:	

· What measures could have been taken to avoid this catastrophe in the first place?
· What can be done now to prevent this from happening in the future?
· How does an oil spill that happened so long ago impact us today in the here and now? Or does it?
· What can we do as a class that will bring about positive change in the Amazon in light of learning about the Chevron/Texaco oil spill?
· Write a strategic plan that is easily attainable for the class.
· Present material to the class and select the best call to action.


Extension Ideas: Fundraising for Amazon Watch. See below.
Raising Awareness and Fundraising Ideas for the Classroom   
There are many things you can do to make a difference. Here are some fun and engaging activities to help raise awareness and fundraise money to help protect the Amazon Rainforest and its indigenous inhabitants. Donating the funds you collect to Amazon Watch will make a world of difference.  Information on how and where to send your funds is included at the end of the document. Thank you for your support! 

Information about Amazon Watch
For over fifteen years, Amazon Watch has been an effective force in supporting indigenous and environmental movements on the front lines of halting destructive development. Now with the very future of the Amazon rainforest at risk, we are all called upon to scale up our level of commitment to this work! Join us in protecting and advancing indigenous rights and cultural survival while protecting some of the most biologically diverse tropical rainforest on the planet.

Awareness Raising and Fundraising Ideas
· Social Media Platforms
· Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, as well as Periscope.

· Global Forest Watch
· http://www.globalforestwatch.org/





· Amazon Watch Peer to Peer Fundraising Platform 

· Create a personal fundraising page and raise money for the cause
https://support.amazonwatch.org/events/help-indigenous-leaders-bring-their-message-to-un-climate-summit-keep-oil-ground/e61649
· Hold Film Screenings 
Hold film screenings in the gym to raise awareness. Schools are encouraged to review the material before presenting it to public. People can donate to the cause as they enter or leave the presentation. Here are some films that can be watched for free:

· The Amazon Rainforest: A video from Amazon Watch http://amazonwatch.org/about
· Children of the Jaguar: A film in collaboration with Amnesty international and the Kichwa people of Sarayaku  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma1QSmtuiLQ
· Children of the Amazon: Click on Educators to find some excellent film clips or else to purchase the film. Mature content advisory: contains some nudity to differences in cultural dress.  http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/  and http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/COA-copy.jpg
· A Death in Sion: A film about the Achuar by US filmmaker Adam Goldstein and the Federation of Native Communities in the Corrientes River. Talks about the impact of petroleum in Corrientes. 
http://vimeo.com/2054641

· The magic of the Amazon: A river that flows invisibly all around: A TED talk by Antonio Donato Nobre http://www.ted.com/talks/antonio_donato_nobre_the_magic_of_the_amazon_a_river_that_flows_invisibly_all_around_us#t-476793

· Wade Davis TED Talk on Endangered Cultures http://www.ted.com/talks/wade_davis_on_endangered_cultures

· Wade Davis Ted Talk on The Worldwide Web of Belief and Ritual http://www.ted.com/talks/wade_davis_on_the_worldwide_web_of_belief_and_ritual

· Defending the Rivers of the Amazon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-seAAIsJLQ

· Dams are not a climate solution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnG_b6egjFk

· Message from Pandora
https://vimeo.com/14459066

· Xingu Rising
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ohw1mf4qjek

· Damocracy (35minute documentary)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnMD4e6nLms

· Can and Bottle Collections 
Find out the value of bottles and cans in your city. Inform the student about the upcoming recycling fundraiser. Designate a place that will hold all the cans and bottles. Sort the recyclables and have a volunteer transport the cans and bottles to the recycling facility. Collect the money and donate it to Amazon Watch.¸

http://www.wikihow.com/Do-a-Bottle-Drive
· Make a Fundraising Anaconda
Come up with a reasonable fundraising goal. Draw a beautiful giant anaconda. Be creative! Cut the large anaconda into sections and have students take those pieces home. Have people donate to your cause and then have them write their names on the various sections of the anaconda. Tape the giant anaconda in the hallway when the class has reached their goal to draw awareness to the plight of the Amazon.

http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20





· Dress Down Day
Are uniforms mandatory at your school? Have a dress down day where students donate $2 to Amazon Watch so that they can where their own casual clothes to school. If students also want to raise awareness they can all dress in one colour that they think represents the Amazon (i.e. green) or younger students can dress up as animals from the Amazon.

http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Spelling Bee
Organize a spelling bee in the class and have family and friends sponsor the students. Use words you learned in class that pertain to the Amazon. 
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Dance Your Socks Off

Host a school dance in the gym. It can be around Halloween or Christmas, or a Spring Dance. All the proceeds can be donated to Amazon Watch.       
                                                                                                 
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Save your pennies
Collect spare change in a bottle or jar and donate the funds.  
http://www.ecoplum.com/greenliving/view/242?_dispatch=gcontents/view/242
· Clean-A-Thon
Have a school yard clean up day or clean up a green space under teacher supervision. Have family members sponsor students in the class for the day, or for the amount of garbage they collect. Donate funds to Amazon Watch.
http://www.sustainableschools.org/take-action/eco-friendly-fundraisers
· Sign Petitions Online 
Click on the following link to watch educational videos and sign petitions to help preserve the Amazon rainforest:  
http://amazonwatch.org/take-action
· Print Resources to Distribute from Amazon Watch
· The Slimy Seventeen
· The Amazonian Tribespeople Who Sailed Down the Seine
· "Beneath the Canopy: Achuar Fight Against Big Oil and Climate Change."
· Crude 

· Letter Writing Campaigns
Have the class write letters to government officials and the presidents of companies active in the Amazon basin, urging them to make a positive difference in the Amazon. Inform them of your love for all beings residing in the Amazon and of their value to all of us. Mail them to the following places: 
· Chevron Corporation Worldwide Headquarters
6001 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
San Ramon, CA, USA 94583 
Telephone: +1  925.842.1000 

· Minister of the Environment, Brazil

Mrs. Izabella Teixeira
Esplanada dos Ministérios, 
Bloco B - 70068-900, Brasília - DF, Brazil

· Minister of the Environment, Ecuador

Dr. Daniel Ortega
Operational Focal Point since 2015-12-21
Minister of Environment of Ecuador
  		Ministry of Environment of Ecuador
		Calle Madrid 1159 y Andalucia
		Quito
		Ecuador
		Tel: +593 2 398 7600 ext. 1701; 1611
		Fax:
		Email: dvortega@ambiente.gob.ec



· Cam Hill-Macon

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of International and Tribal Affairs (2670R)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460
E-mail: hill-macon.cam@epa.gov
(202) 564-6408

*The EPA works with national and local environmental agencies in Brazil to exchange information on environmental management and risk reduction in areas of mutual interest.

· HE President Dilma Rousseff

Presidente da República Federativa do Brasil
Gabinete do Presidente
Palácio do Planalto
Praça dos Três Poderes
70150-900 
Brasília DF
Brazil

· His Excellency Juan Manuel Santos

President of the Republic
Carrera 8 n. 7-26
Palacio de Nariño,
Santa Fe de Bogotá
Colombia
· S.E. Humala

Presidente de la República del Perú
Palacio de Gobierno
Plaza de Armas
Lima 1
Peru


· Exmo. Ministro José Eduardo Cardozo

Ministro da Justiça
Ministério da Justiça
Esplanada dos Ministerios, Bloco T
70064-900, DF
Brasilia
Brazil

· Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

c/o OHCHR-UNOG
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Victoria Tauli Corpuz
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
indigenous@ohchr.org
Fax: +41 – 22 917 90 06

*The Special Rapporteur promotes good practices, including new laws, government programs, and constructive agreements between indigenous peoples and states, to implement international standards concerning the rights of indigenous peoples

Where to send your funds
Amazon Watch is a non-profit organization founded in 1996 to protect the rainforest and advance the rights of indigenous peoples in the Amazon Basin. We partner with indigenous and environmental organization in campaigns for human rights, corporate accountability and the preservation of the Amazon’s ecological systems. Please send your donations with the attached form below to:

· Amazon Watch
2201 Broadway, Suite 508
Oakland, CA 94612

· http://amazonwatch.org/assets/files/donate-to-amazon-watch.pdf

Fundraising Contact at Amazon Watch: Mariola Fernandez at mariola@amazonwatch.org 
Or you can send online donations through pay pal, or use your credit card at the following link:  https://amazonwatch.org/donate


