BLM1                      Amazon Detectives
Created by Valerie Robert
Name:                                                                                                 Date:                            
Using online or print resources, find out the answer to these questions to earn the rank of Amazon Detective! Remember to write down the name of the book or website where you found your answer.

1. The Amazon Rainforest is also called the ____________________ of the world. It covers the following countries:

______________________________________________________________________________

Answers found here: 
____________________________________________________________________

2. The Amazon Rainforest produces _____________ % of our oxygen.

Answer found here: 
__________________________________________________________________
3. Thousands of people call the Amazon Rainforest home. Many of them live in tribes. Can you find the name of at least three tribes who live in the Amazon Rainforest?

____________________________________________________________________________

Answers found here: 
__________________________________________________________________
4. How do the indigenous people of the Amazon Rainforest find their medicines and food?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Answer found here: 
____________________________________________________________________
5. a) Find a definition of the term ‘indigenous’.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Answer found here: 
____________________________________________________________________

5. b) Now, reflect and tell me why you believe we refer to the people of the Amazon Rainforest as indigenous people.

______________________________________________________________________________




______________________________________________________________________________

6. The Amazon Rainforest has the largest variety of plants and animals on the planet. What term do we use for this diversity of living things:

______________________________________________________________________________

Answer found here: 
____________________________________________________________________
7. Can you find at least two things that we use in our lives that come from the rainforest?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Answers found here: 
________________________________________________________________
8. Here are three threats to the health of the Amazon Rainforest and its indigenous people:

___________________________________________________________________________

Answers found here: ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


















BLM2                                                     Name: ________________________                                   
                                      My Reflection Journal               
1. What new information have you learned about the Amazon and its indigenous people so far?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Have you learned anything that surprised you? Explain why and how you were surprised.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Give one or more areas of information about the Amazon Rainforest and its people that you would like to learn more about. Explain why you are curious.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Self-Assessment Checklist: Writing Process
Created by Valerie Robert
This checklist will assist you in conducting your research. Reflect on your answers and use them to better direct your research and writing.

Name:				                                        Date:

1. Has the teacher approved your topic?      Yes          No

2. Does every group member have a task assigned?      Yes          No

3. Have you mapped out where your information resources are?      Yes          No

4. Have you made note of where you found your information?      Yes          No

5. Have you made a first draft?      Yes          No

6. Have you used dictionaries and other aids to revise and edit your first draft?                                                
                                                                                                                          Yes          No

7. Have you peer-reviewed your first draft?      Yes          No   


8. Have you produced your final copy?      Yes          No   


9. Have you put your name, date and the title on the title page?      Yes          No          
Sample
Grade 6 Written Assignment Assessment Rubric 
Created by Valerie Robert
Name:						                   Date:
	
	1
Does not meet expectations
	2
Approaches expectations
	3
Attains expectations
	4
Surpasses expectations

	Writing process


	Does not follow the writing process, or use other organizational writing methods. Does not finish work on time.
	Follows the writing process loosely. Forgets certain steps or does not complete them fully. Sometimes misses a deadline.
	Follows the steps of the writing process and completes them according to the teacher’s guidance. Finishes and hands in tasks on time.
	Follows all the steps of the writing process with care and no guidance from the teacher. Keeps work highly organized, finishes work ahead of time and completely.


	Grammar usage
	Never or almost never demonstrates command of grammatical conventions (as per grade 6).

	Rarely demonstrates command of grammatical conventions (as per grade 6).
	Demonstrates command of grammatical conventions most of the time (as per grade 6).
	Always demonstrates commend of grammatical conventions (as per grade 6).

	Capitalization and punctuation
	Never or almost never uses punctuation or capitalization properly

	Rarely uses punctuation or capitalization properly.
	Mostly uses punctuation and capitalization properly.
	Always uses punctuation and capitalization properly.

	Spelling
	Spelling mistakes very common (in every sentence).

	Spelling common mistakes (in very other sentence).
	Spelling mistakes are very few (one or so per paragraph).
	There are no mistakes, or only a few in the entire text.

	Content

	Exhibits little or no understanding of the topic.
	Exhibits a limited understanding of the topic.
	Exhibits a good understanding of the topic.
	Exhibits a strong understanding of the topic and presents little-known or unique aspects.


	Organization
	Content is presented with no organization strategy or coherence. No formatting or graphics included.
	Content demonstrates some limited attempt at organization and coherence. May contain some minimal formatting or graphics that do not support the text well.
	Content is organized strategically, leading to textual coherence, with some formatting and graphics that support the text.
	Content is highly organized and coherent, using multiple organizational strategies. Formatting such as headings is present, as well as graphic aids such as charts and tables. These support and enhance the reading of the text.




Sample
Grade 6 Poster Assessment Rubric 
Created by Valerie Robert
Name:						                   Date:
	
	1
Does not meet expectations
	2
Approaches expectations
	3
Attains expectations
	4
Surpasses expectations

	Presentation


	Vital information is missing, or if displayed, is incomplete, illogical or illegible.
	Information is presented legibly, however some information might be missing or presented in a disorganized manner.
	All information is presented in a legible and structured manner, with some formatting such as titles.
	All information is presented in a legible and structured manner, with titles, sub headings and particular attention to the artistic elements.

	Integration of visual information
	Contains no graphics, visual or multimedia elements to complement the information, or if it does, they do not relate to the text.
	Contains some graphics, visual or multimedia elements that at times complement the text.
	Contains graphics, visual or multimedia elements that appropriately support the text.
	Contains graphics, visual and multimedia elements that support and enhance the reading of the text, adding new elements in line with the text.

	Originality
	Presentation does not demonstrate any originality or effort at making it attractive.
	Presentation demonstrates some attempt at originality and attractiveness.
	Presentation contains original elements and is attractive.
	Presentation is highly original and contains artistic elements that are unique.

	Team work
	Did not contribute to the team effort or participate positively, if at all. Did not complete assigned tasks.
	Contributed in a limited way, not finishing tasks in a timely manner and having limited interactions with teammates.
	Contributed fairly, finished all tasks on time and worked cooperatively with teammates.
	Contributed more than their fair share and exhibited leadership qualities.
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