
OUR MISSION & VISION

Our Mission

Amazon Watch is a nonprofit organization founded in 
1996 to protect the rainforest and advance the rights of 
indigenous peoples in the Amazon Basin. We partner with 
indigenous and environmental organizations in campaigns 
for human rights, corporate accountability and the 
preservation of the Amazon’s ecological systems. 

Our Vision

We envision a world that honors and values cultural 
and biological diversity and the critical contribution of 
tropical rainforests to our planet’s life support system. 
We believe that indigenous self-determination is a critical 
component of any successful conservation strategy for 
the Amazon, and see that indigenous knowledge, cultures 
and traditional practices contribute greatly to sustainable 
and equitable stewardship of Mother Earth. We strive 
for a world in which governments, corporations and civil 
society respect the collective rights of indigenous peoples 
to free, prior and informed consent over any activity 
affecting their territories and resources. We commit, in the 
spirit of partnership and mutual respect, to support our 
indigenous allies in their efforts to protect life, land, and 
culture in accordance with their aspirations and needs, as 
well as the needs of future generations.
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Here are some of the flashpoints Amazon Watch will be 
monitoring in the coming months and years:

Amazon oil extraction

Government plans to expand oil and gas exploration 
throughout the Amazon were foiled in recent years by 
crashing oil prices. Seven concessions tendered in late 
2014 are still listed as available for licitation, according to 
oil licensing agency PeruPetro. Exploration plans in Block 
64, where Achuar indigenous peoples have fiercely re-
sisted oil activities, have been in suspension. This could all 
change, assuming renewed efforts by the new government 
and rising oil prices.

2016 has seen at least six Amazon oil spills along the 
Northern Peruvian Pipeline, with a lackluster govern-
ment response to mitigate the spill’s environmental health 
impacts. Extraordinarily, the last three happened after the 
pipeline had been ostensibly shut down. 

Indigenous land titling

Some 20% of the Peruvian Amazon - roughly 14 million 
hectares - has been titled to indigenous peoples. According 
to the national indigenous federation Aidesep, an additional 
20 million hectares are pending for government recognition. 
A sustained campaign, dating back more than five years, has 
yielded important international funding and advances on this 
front. A very important pilot case is that of the Achuar of the 
Pastaza River basin, who have the most well-developed pro-
posal and are pushing it within the Peruvian court system with 
the support of Peruvian human rights lawyers and international 
allies like Rainforest Foundation Norway and Amazon Watch. 

How far the incoming government will take this remains to 
be seen. Prior to taking his powerful position as Minister of 
Economy, Alfredo Thorne made concerning public state-
ments regarding privatizing collective territories (precisely 
the issue that led to indigenous protests in 2008, culminat-
ing in the so-called Baguazo in 2009).

Socio-environmental conflicts 

In their July 2016 report, Peru’s Human Rights 
Ombudsman listed 211 social conflicts across the coun-
try, over 70% of which are socio-environmental conflicts 
like community protests over large-scale mining projects. 
This is the context in which many protesters are wounded 
and, in some cases, killed by security forces. Related to 
that are the ongoing killings of environmental defenders 
and indigenous leaders. According to Global Witness, 
some 12 deaths were documented in 2015, keeping Peru 
in the notorious five worst countries in the world to be an 
environmental activist.  Beyond that, indigenous leaders 
continue to face criminalization for their activism, as illus-
trated by the case against 54 related to the tragic vio-
lence in Bagua. Although they were recently absolved, the 
movement has been sapped by years of hearings while 
the true responsible parties for creating the conditions 
that led to the deadly clashes - politicians and corpora-
tions - remain at large.

These are but several of the key dynamics at play in the 
Peruvian Amazon. There are also a whole host of other 
threats to both the environment and the well-being of those 
who live there, including mining, logging, coca production, 
cattle ranching, the expansion of oil palm plantations and 
even cacao for chocolate. As such, we can expect the situ-
ation of indigenous rights in the Peruvian Amazon to remain 
precarious into the foreseeable future. The indigenous 
movement itself continues to be the key defense against 
further violations and the main hope for the crucial advanc-
es we would all like to see.
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WILL COLOMBIA’S PEACE 
PROCESS HAVE AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL DARK SIDE?
By Andrew Miller

Colombia’s 50+ year armed conflict with the FARC, 
the country’s largest and oldest left-wing insurgent 
group, appears to be coming to a close. A final peace 
agreement between the government and the FARC 
was announced on August 24th, and signed on 
September 26th, and will be put to a popular vote on 
October 2nd. For the majority of Colombians, and for 
those who have worked on human rights in Colombia, 
the conflict that has killed hundreds of thousands and 
displaced millions can’t end soon enough.

Like other rural populations in Colombia, the coun-
try’s 102 indigenous peoples have been subjected 
to terror campaigns committed by all of the conflict’s 
armed actors. The war has also contributed to eco-
logical destruction, including damage to the rainfor-
est associated with coca cultivation, eradication, and 
drug production. Guerrilla attacks on oil pipelines 
have led to a reported 4 million barrels of spilled oil 
over the years.

Though the Colombian government claims the post-con-
flict scenario will bring environmental benefits as part of 
the “peace dividend,” we should also be prepared for a 
dark side of peace. Some of Colombia’s natural riches 
have been off-limits to industrial scale exploitation due 
to the war. In removing the risk of kidnapping, extortion, 
and attacks on infrastructure, investment will potentially 
explode through the far reaches of the country, bringing 
megaprojects like mining, dams, and roads. This, in turn, 
could result in a great increase in environmental impacts 
and conflicts with local communities who have their 
rights trampled, similar to what we see in Peru. 

Colombia’s oil industry is salivating to expand through-
out the country. Its designs have been frustrated by a 
reported 2500 plus attacks on pipelines over the last 
30 years. The day following announcement of the peace 
agreement text, one of Colombia’s main newspapers, El 
Espectador, ran an article titled, “Oil companies - Ready 
to retake areas of the country affected by the war.”
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