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Sarayaku schoolhouses, and passed 
around a gourd full of steaming 
wayusa under the star-strewn twilight 
sky. Conversation quickly led to the 
origins and destiny of Sarayaku. 

Sarayaku is both a place and a people. 
Ethnically, Sarayaku are Amazonian 
Kichwa. The word “Sarayaku” trans-
lated literally means “river of corn.” But 
Sarayaku is more commonly known as 
the “Pueblo del Medio Dia” or “People 
of the Zenith”—zenith being when the 
sun is directly above the earth. Accord-
ing to a millennial prophecy of Saray-
aku elders and shamans, the com-
munity was destined to be a pillar of 
resistance. The vision held that many 
of their indigenous brothers and sisters 
would succumb to outside pressures 

and that Sarayaku would be left fight-
ing against all odds until the end.

The Sarayaku v. Ecuador 
Decision

The July 25, 2012 court decision 
outlines the most detailed binding 
language to date regarding the param-
eters of the indigenous consultation 
process and will serve as the new stan-
dard as nations update and implement 
regulations regarding the consultation 
of indigenous peoples. The court found 
the state guilty for “failing to conduct a 
process of free and informed prior con-
sultation in accordance with interna-
tional standards, violating the rights to 
communal indigenous property and cul-
tural identity of the Sarayaku people” 
and “endangering the life and integrity 
of their members with the presence of 
high powered explosives in the terri-
tory.” (Argentine oil company CGC had 
left explosives in its attempt to conduct 
seismic testing.) 

“The state’s failure to consult cre-
ated a climate of unrest, division, and 
confrontation with the indigenous 
communities of the area, particularly 
with the Sarayaku people,” the court 
decision goes on to say. “Additionally, 
the environmental impact plan was 
prepared by a private entity subcon-
tracted by the petroleum company, 
without state control, without the 
indigenous people’s participation, and 
with no consideration for the social, 
spiritual, and cultural impact that the 

planned activities could have on the 
Sarayaku people.”

Concrete recommendations of the 
court include that the state of Ecua-
dor be obligated to consult with the 
Kichwa of Sarayaku “in the eventual 
case that they plan to carry out any 
natural resource extraction activity 
or project in their territory,” done in 
“good faith and in an adequate, ac-
cessible, and informed manner.”

Additionally, the state must “neutral-
ize, deactivate, and dig up the pento-
lite (explosives used to search for oil) 
on the surface and buried within the 
Sarayaku people’s territory,” carry out 
a public act recognizing their interna-
tional responsibility, and pay repara-
tions for the material and nonmaterial 
damages to the indigenous people. 

Most remarkable was the fact that the 
community of Sarayaku was at the 
forefront of the battle, and the case 
was truly theirs. Community members 
were protagonists from beginning to 
end and made all decisions. Sarayaku 
live-streamed the final hearing from the 

Photo: Kevin Koenig/Amazon Watch

Photo: Mitch Anderson/Amazon Watch 
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courthouse in Costa Rica over Skype 
to the community and to allies and 
press in Quito. When the Ecuadorian 
government tried to postpone what it 
rightly perceived would be an unfavor-
able verdict and invited the court to visit 
Sarayaku, the community leapt at the 
chance, and used it to tell their story. 

Against great odds the Sarayaku com-
munity had decided to test whether the 
system worked for indigenous peoples, 
to see if international agreements car-
ried any weight in practice, and to set a 
precedent for indigenous rights across 
the Americas. The Correa administra-
tion has agreed to respect the decision 
and comply with the court’s order to 
pay Sarayaku some $1.4 million. 

But, while principles of FPIC were 
strengthened by the Sarayaku v. 
Ecuador decision, Sarayaku President 
Jose Gualinga posed a broader ques-
tion to the crowd:

“How do you consult the Sacharuna? 
How do you consult Yakaruna or 
Amazanga?” he asked, referring to 
what Sarayaku believes are the living 
spirits of the trees, water, and forest.

The Living Forest

According to Gualinga, the larger goal 
of the case was “to establish the liv-
ing principle of Sumak Kawsay in our 
territory, and force the state to rec-
ognize and respect how we’ve been 

living for millennia—in harmony with 
our rivers, our forests, the air, with 
nature as a whole.” Sumak Kawsay is 
the Kichwa concept of living well in 
holistic accordance with the natural 
world. It is explicitly recognized in 
Ecuador’s 2008 constitution and was 
designed to be a guiding principle of 
the country’s development plan. 

“Clearly, true Sumak Kawsay doesn’t 
involve resource extraction,” Gualinga 
explained to the crowd. “But Sarayaku 
is not just saying ‘no’ to oil extrac-
tion. We have our plan,” he continued, 
laying out Sarayaku’s pro-active vision 
for protecting their extremely biodi-
verse territory.

Sarayaku is seeking to advance the 
concept of Kawsak Sacha—a “Living 
Jungle”—by proposing legislation that 
defines preserved territorial space 
of indigenous peoples in Ecuador. 
This category would recognize the 
spiritual dimension of indigenous 
territory, combining it with biodiversity 
and culture heritage, as well as land 
rights and exclusion from oil, mining, 
and logging projects. Sarayaku has 
already begun demarcation of its terri-
tory by planting flowering native trees 
as a symbolic representation.

The 11th Round

The Sarayaku decision caps a truly 
remarkable feat. Since Ecuador’s gov-
ernment first concessioned the block 
in 1996, oil drilling plans have been 

Photo: Mitch Anderson/Amazon Watch 
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thwarted for 16 years. But Sarayaku 
finds itself on the line once again as 
the Ecuadorian government makes 
plans to auction off some 18 new oil 
blocks—close to ten million acres—in 
a new oil concession bid dubbed the 
“11th Round.” 

The 11th Round is slated to open in 
late October 2012, and companies 
from China, South Korea, Chile and 
Colombia are already chomping at 
the bit. All of Sarayaku would be up 
for grabs, along with the titled ter-
ritory of the Achuar, Shuar, Zapara, 

Shiwiar, Andoa and part of Wuaorani 
indigenous territory. A tentative new 
deal with Peru would allow Ecuador to 
transport and export crude from these 
remote lands through the Northern 
Peruvian Pipeline, opening up a bor-
der region that includes some of the 
most intact rainforest in the western 
Amazon Basin. Perversely, the oil 
reserve estimate in this area is a mere 
120 million barrels of heavy, low-grade 
crude—enough to last the US for 
roughly six days. 

Back at the ceremony, leaders of oth-
er nationalities took the microphone 
announced solidarity with Sarayaku, 
and pledged resistance to what could 
be the largest land give away in mod-
ern Ecuadorian history. 

“The 11th Oil Round is death for us. 
There has never been a bigger threat 
to our peoples, our lands, our culture,” 
declared local Achuar President Jaime 
Vargas. “Our indigenous brothers and 
sisters in the north have lost every-
thing to oil extraction. But here, we 
will change history, and make a new 
future—one without oil.” 

“For decades governments and oil 
companies have tried to enter these 
lands. Each time, we have won,” 
added Humberto Cholango, Presi-
dent of Ecuador’s national indigenous 
federation. “This will be no different. 
If we stay united, we can do anything. 
We will fight until the end, and we will 
prevail! Viva Sarayaku! Viva justicia!”

WELCOME INDIGENOUS 
LEADERS FROM 
SARAYAKU, ECUADOR!

Amazon Watch is honored 
and delighted to welcome our 
indigenous allies and leaders 
from the Kichwa community 
of Sarayaku in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon to the Bay Area from 
October 15-21, 2012 to share 
news about their major victory for 
indigenous self-determination in 
the face of industrial development 
threats. A huge welcome to:

xx Tupac Amaru Viteri, 
Sarayaku Vice President

xx Marlon Santi, National 
Indigenous Leader from 
Sarayaku, Former CONAIE 
President

xx Nina Sicha Gualinga, 
Sarayaku youth leader

Ask us where you can meet 
our guests of honor during this 
exciting week!

"Against great odds, the 
Sarayaku community had 
decided to test whether the 
system worked for indigenous 
peoples, to see if international 
agreements carried any weight in 
practice, and to set a precedent 
for indigenous rights across the 
Americas"...And they won.

Photo: Kevin Koenig/Amazon Watch

Photo: Kevin Koenig/Amazon Watch
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COLOMBIA
Colombia’s indigenous peoples 
continue to face grave threats in the 
era of the country’s new President 
Juan Manual Santos. The struggle to 
control Colombia’s lucrative natural 
resources—including oil and gas—has 
helped spur the country’s decades-
long civil war and is a central con-
sideration of US foreign policy for 
the region. Although Colombia’s 
indigenous peoples reject the war, 
the fight has nonetheless placed 
them in the deadly crossfire. Further-
more, the militarization that accom-
panies oil exploitation has resulted 
in ongoing violations of the rights 
of indigenous communities and, in 

many cases, forced displacement 
from their ancestral homelands. The 
U’wa indigenous people have been 
resisting the entry of oil companies 
into their lands since the arrival of 
Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) in 1988. 
Although an international solidarity 
campaign was successful in expel-
ling Oxy in 2002, threats to U’wa 
self-determination and control of their 
territory continue.

The U’wa people live in a cloud forest 
in northeastern Colombia and con-
sider their territory the “heart of the 
earth.” Since its inception in 1996, 
Amazon Watch has been working 

with this peaceful indigenous commu-
nity to wage a campaign in defense 
of their geographical heart and 
traditional way of life. Our program’s 
main objective in 2012-2013 is to 
advance protection of the territorial 
rights of the U’wa through support 
for a renewed international campaign 
organized around the sacred snow-
capped mountain peaks, the “Lungs 
of Our Water” according to the 
U’wa. As the U’wa prepare to launch 
a local, national, and international 
campaign to defend their territory, 
Amazon Watch continues to stand in 
solidarity with them as we have since 
the beginning.

Photo: Amazon Watch
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arrived, followed by armed men. 
Instead of becoming another story of 
pollution and devastation, the story of 
Sarayaku has been one of success-
ful resistance. The community beat 
back oil drilling plans on their lands 
and recently won the historic case 
they brought against the Ecuadorian 
government in the Inter-American Hu-
man Rights Court, a case which holds 
sweeping implications for indigenous 
rights across the Americas. (See Fea-
ture Story: Resistance and Revelry.)

Unfortunately, Sarayaku’s battle is far 
from over as the Ecuadorian govern-
ment has set the stage for a new 
conflict in the region. A government 
oil auction of 18 oil concessions – 
known as the 11th Round – is set to 
open in the fall of 2012, and would 
affect close to ten million acres of 
primary forest and indigenous land, 
including all of Sarayaku territory.

For the last decade, Amazon Watch 
and our allies have stood with Sa-

rayaku in their efforts to assert their 
rights and prevent oil development on 
ancestral lands. Our strategic support 
has included working with Sarayaku 
to convince the US-based oil com-
pany ConocoPhillips to withdraw from 
Sarayaku lands, facilitating meetings 
with policymakers in Washington, DC, 
and helping to catalyze international 
media coverage of their case. We 
will continue to offer such support as 
plans for the 11th Round unfold. 

Photo: Michael Mullady/Amazon Watch
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�‡�������� ���� ���• �� ���‡�‡� �� ���� ��‡� ��� ���•��•� �� ������
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��� ������ •����‡� ���� •����� ��� •��•��� �� ������� �� ������ �� ������ ’Š�Ž��� ����‘ ���������� �� ���� Š��� ��Ž��� ������� �� ��� � 
•������� ��••����� ���� ��� •���� �����š ����Š���� •��Š��� ��� •��‡���� ›���Ÿ•����� �œ•������� ��• ��� �����• �œ•������� �� •���� Ÿ
���� �� ��•������� ��‡�� �� ������� ��� •� •����‡���•� ���� �����������• •��Š��� •���� ��• Š�Ž��� ���� �� •�������� ��‡����• •����� ��� 
����� ������� Š������ ��• �� � •��•�� �œ���� •����� ����� ����������� 

‹�������� ��� ��•� �� �������� �����•��� ��������� ��� ������ ��‡� � ����• •��� •� ‚�•� ¡‰��� •���¢ ��• ��‡� �����• ���� ��� �• Ÿ
�������� ����� ��‡�� •� � •��� �� ���� ‡������ ���� ��‡� ‡�Š�• �� •����• ���� ‡����� ��• ��� ���Ž��� ������ ���� ��� ���� �œ������ Š���• 
���� ��������� �� •������ ����� 
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20 percent: Amount of all fresh water on Earth that flows 
through the Amazon 

20 percent: Proportion of global warming gas emissions 
created by global deforestation

50 percent: Proportion of the Amazon expected to be defor-
ested or seriously degraded by 2020 given current trends

17: New species found just this year in Yasuni National Park in 
Ecuador

74 percent: Proportion of the Peruvian Amazon currently 
zoned into oil and gas concessions

5: Oil companies kicked out of Achuar territory in Peru thanks to 
Achuar community action

16: Years oil drilling plans have been thwarted by 
Sarayaku in Ecuador

$19 billion: Amount of judgment against Chevron upheld after 
appeal in 2012 by an Ecuadorian Court

$580 billion: Assets under management by Chevron investors 
who have called on the company to settle its legal battle with 
communities in Ecuador

40,000: Number of people who would potentially be displaced 
if the Belo Monte Dam is built

200: Indigenous warriors who occupied the sites of Belo Monte 
Dam stopping construction for 21 days

$600,000: Funds regranted by Amazon Watch to community 
partners on the ground in 2011

AMAZON WATCH BY THE NUMBERS

AMAZON WATCH
ONLINE

Online Subscribers

Online Actions Taken

Peak Website Visitors Per Day July 2012January 2011

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

0

50,000

150,000

250,000

350,000 Since January 2011 
Amazon Watch's # of 
online supporters has 

grown over 700%

(Supporters in 
over 130 nations)
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$100,000 & higher
Anonymous Donor 
Blue Moon Fund*
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation*
James Cameron Trust* 
Wallace Global Fund*

$50,000 to $99,999
American Jewish World Service*
Timothy & Michele Barakett*
Conservation, Food and Health*
Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation*
Robert Friede
JMG Fund*
Marra Foundation*
Overbrook Foundation*
Saving an Angel Foundation*
Tikva Fund/Tides Foundation*
Russell & Megan Wiese* 

$25,000 to $49,999
Bertha Foundation
Isla Fisher & Sacha Baron Cohen*
Rainforest Action Network*
Campbell Scott 
Rudolph Steiner Foundation*

$10,000 to $24,999
Avaaz*
Flora Family Foundation*
Francis & Christine  

Martin Family Foundation*
Frantic, Inc.
Global Greengrants Fund*
Michael Klein*
Lear Foundation*
Neda Nobari Foundation
Parsa Community Foundation
Q Prime Inc.
Richard R. Rupp Foundation*
Hans Schoepflin & Savory Thymes
Stephen Silberstein*
Village by Village-Combined  

Federal Campaign*
Suzanne West*

$5,000 to $9,999
As You Sow*
Ingrid Broad
Benjamin Bratt
Peter & Stephanie Coyote*
Cultures of Resistance Network 

Foundation*
Fund for Nonviolence*
Inavale Foundation
Mental Insight Foundation
Jonas Minton & Julie  

Carrasco-Minton*
New Resource Bank*
Rainforest Concern
Bruce Robertson*
Craig Russell
Salesforce
Streisand Foundation*
Courtney Taylor
Tomchin Family Charitable 

Foundation
Marsha Williams*
Weinmann Charitable Lead Trust

$1,000 to $4,999
Michelle Alger 
Bank Information Center
Bay Area Medical Academy 
Ben Barber*
Basch-Peter Fund
Andrew Beath*
Stephen Bickel*
Benjamin Bratt* 
Boston Common Asset 

Management*
Mark Brown*
William Buffett* 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
Adeline Cassin* 
Nanci Chambers 
Robert & Jenny Chartoff*
Atessa Chelrazi 
Anne Conley 
Gregory Pierre Cox
Harriett Crosby*
Helen & Raj Desai*

Dharma Merchant Services*
EarthWays Foundation/John Seed*
Kathryn Erbe*
Essential Living Foods* 
Theodosia Ferguson 
Joan Fitzgerald*
Scott Fitzmorris*
The Fred Gellert Family Foundation
Goldman Environmental 

Foundation*
Steven Girmant 
Julie Glavin*
Beth Goldberg & J. Cogen* 
Dean Goodman
Michele Hall 
Kristie Henderson 
Christopher Henrikson 
Michael Hirschhorn & Jimena 

Martinez
Kristin Hull 
Hull Family Foundation
Jeremy Kagan & Anneke Campbell
Todd Laby*
Ken Larson*
Latin America Fund-Combined 

Federal Campaign
Matt Lauer 
Christopher Lehane*
Lorna Li*
Scott Mataya 
BNY Mellon*
Daniela Meltzer*
Jeff Mendelsohn*
Harvey Miller Family Foundation
Nicola Miner & Robert Anderson* 
National Museum of the American 

Indian 
Willie Nelson 
New Leaf Paper* 
Linda Nicholes 
Dan Nord
Jenny Overman
Perforce Foundation*
Nico Phillips 
Christine Poulin 
Jacquie Pratt
Jennifer Pratt

Raiser Resources LLC* 
Heather Rosmarin*
Peter Rosmarin*
David Rosenstein
Joseph Rosenthal*
Runa Tea*
Kulsoom Saeed 
Salvastano Family Foundation
Tom & Barbara Sargent*
Atossa Soltani*
Roxana Soltani* 
Spiwak Family Trust 
Lorenz Stattegger*
Tara Stein*
Sungevity, Inc.*
Toby Thain*
Trillium Asset Management
Ellen Turner*
Rachael & Ben Vaughan 

Foundation* 
Frey Vineyards*
Shared Vision Charitable 

Foundation*
Wendy Volkmann*
Frederick Welty*
Wilmington Trust*
Asia Yeary*

$500 to $999
Medlock Ames 
Arun Sol Asciendios 
Branden Barber & Sarah McLeod
Fritz Beshar 
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Frank Buxton 
Sue Chiang & Paul Paz y Miño*
Diana Cohn 
Mary Corrigan 
Meera Desai 
S. David Freeman*
Aram Falsafi 
Brian Gaffney 
Tellabs Giving 
Susan Gladwin 
Terry Gross 
Oshri Hilzenrath 
HP Company Foundation

AMAZON WATCH  
SUPPORTERS IN 2010 & 2011
(* Indicates gifts in 2010 & 2011) Includes in-kind donations
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The Center for Environmental Health proudly salutes 
our friends at Amazon Watch for their breakthrough

social and environmental justice work.

CEH protects people from toxic chemicals and 
promotes business products and practices that are safe 

for public health and the environment.

Learn more at ceh.org and generationgreen.org.
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Thanks to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco Green Festival 

Nonprofit Ally, Amazon Watch.

Bill McKibben

Russell SimmonsAmy Goodman

(828) 333-9403 EXT. 300
BECOME AN EXHIBITOR

GREENFESTIVALS.ORG
discount tickets online

build green

eat healthy

help the planet

be inspired

125 
350

VISIONARY 
SPEAKERS
GREEN
EXHIBITORS

Corporate Innovator

PLUS...
• hands-on workshops
• green home products
• family activities
• organic beer & wine
• local organic food 
• kids zone
• green jobs
• cooking demos

and much more!

Corporate Innovator
®

SAN FRANCISCO
NOV 10-11

LOS ANGELES
NOV 17-18

log on to website to fi nd the most current event information
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land is life.

www.designaction.org

  An ABC board book

  for the kids of the 99%

    Innosanto Nagara
  written and illustrated by

  AisforActivist.com

TIERRA FILMS IS PROUD TO PARTNER 
WITH AMAZON WATCH AND ITS 

INDIGENOUS ALLIES, INCLUDING 
SARAYAKU AND THE ACHUAR. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS YEAR'S 
VICTORIES! 

WWW.TIERRAFILMS.COM
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